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Acidifying seas threaten island nations’ food security

‘Warming to claim 100m lives by 2030’

LONDON, Sept 26, (RTRS): More
than 100 million people will die and
global economic growth will be cut by
3.2 percent of gross domestic product
(GDP) by 2030 if the world fails 10
tackle climate change, a report com-
missioned by 20 governments said on
Wednesday.

As glohal avernge temperatures rise
due to greenhousc-gas=cmissions, the
cffects on the planet, such as melting
ice caps, extreme weather. drought and
rising sea levels, will threaten popula-
tions and livelihoods, said the report
conducted by humanitarian organisa-
tion DARA.

It calculaied that five mllion deaths
occur cach year from air pollution,
hunger and disease as a result of cli-
mate change and carbon-intensive
economies, and that toll would likely
rise 1o six million a year by 2030 if
current patterns of fossil fuel use con-
tinue.

More than 90 percent of those
deaths will occur in developing coun-
tries, said the report that calculated the
human and economic impact of chi-
matc change on 184 countrics in 2010
and 2030. It was commissioned by the
Climate Vulnerable Forum, a pariner-
ship of 20 developing countries threat-
ened by climate change.

“A combincd climate-carbon crisis

1s estimated to claim 100 million lives
between now and the end of the next
decade,” the report said.

It said the effects of climate change
had lowered global output by 1.6 per-
cent of world GDP, or by about $1.2
trillion a year, and losses could double
to 3.2 percent of global GDP by 2030
il glabal temperatures are allowed to
rise, surpassing 10 percent before
2100,

Tt estimated the cost of moving the
world to a low-carhon cconomy at
about 0.5 percent of GDP this decade.

Responding to the report, Oxfam
International said the costs of politi-
cal inaction on climate were “stag-
gering”.

Losses

“The losses to agriculture and fish-
eries alone could amount to more than
$500 billion per year by 2030, heavily
focussed in the poorest countries
where millions depend on these sec-
tors to make a living,” said executive
director Jeremy Hobbs.

Rritish economist Nicholas Stern
told Reuters carlier this year invest-
ment cquivalent to 2 pereent of global
GDP was needed to limit, prevent and
adapt 1o climate change.

His report on the cconomics of cli-
mate change in 2006 said that without
any action o tackle climate change,

the overall costs and nsks of climate
change would be equivalent to a cut in
per-capita consumption of perhaps up
to 20 percent.

Temperatures have already risen by
about 0.8 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial times. Almost 200 nations
agreed in 2010 to limit the global aver-
age lemperature rise lo below 2C (3.6
Fahrenheit) to  avoid dangerous
impacts from climate change.

But climate scientists have wamed
that the chance of limiting the rise to
below 2C is getting smaller as global
greenhouse gas emissions rise due to
burning fossil fuels.

The world’s poorest nations are the
most vulnerable as they face increased
risk of drought. water shortages, crop
failure, poverty and disease. On aver-
age. they could see an 11 percent loss
in GDP by 2030 duc w climate
change, DARA said.

Farming

“One degree Celsius rise in temper-
alure is associated with 10 percenl
productivity loss in farming. For us, it
means losing about 4 million metric
tonnes of food grain, amounting to
about $2.5 hillion. That is about 2 per-
cent of our GDP,” Bangladesh's Prime
Mimister Sheikh Hasina said i
response fo the

“Adding up the damagas 1o proper-

ty and other losses, we are faced with
a total loss of about 3-4 percemt of
GDP”

Even the biggest and most rapidly
developing economies will nol escape

unscathed. The United Smlcs and
China could see a 2.1 percenl reduc
tion in their respective GDPs by 21]30

while India could experience a more
than 5 pereent loss,

The full repont is available at
fttp:/'daraint.org/

Also:
MONTEREY: Food security prob-
lems caused by climate change and
ocean acidification will hit small
island and coastal nations hardest,
environmental group Oceana said on
Monday.

The Comoros islands in the Indian
Ocean headed the non-profit group’s
rankings of nations most vulnerable to
the combined effects of higher carhon
dioxide emissions and occan tempera-
tures, and the increasing acidity of the
world’s water.

Nations that depend heavily on
seafood ns a source of profcin may
face increased food insecurity, wilh
shellfish like oysiers, clams and mus-
sels particularly vulnerable, it said.

Togo. the Cook Islands, Kirbati,
and Eritrea rounded out the report’s
top five.




